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his property, and the royal treasuries will be filled to
overflowing." The prospect of getting rid of his debts
overcame Shahu's scruples and he sent Govindrao Chitnis
to inform Baiaji that he was no longer Peshwa. The
Deccan party hoped that Baiaji would rebel and that then
they would be able to unite and overwhelm him. But
Baiaji was far too astute to play into their hands. He
resigned his office without a murmur, confident that he
was indispensable. Directly his resignation became known
to the confederates, their mutual friendship vanished. No
one was either willing to take on his own shoulders the
vast burden of the kingdom or to lot any one else do so.
After some months of futile discord, during which all state
business stagnated, Baiaji managed to secure an interview
with the king. In the course of it he dilated on the
dangers of the situation and at tho same time offered to
pay out of his own pocket the royal debts. This lust offer
removed all doubts from Sliahu^ mind, On the llth April
1747 he went to Balaji's camp and restored to him the
robes and dignities of first minister.

Upon Sagunabai's death, Sakwarbai declared herself
ready to adopt Mudhoji Bhosle and his adoption in the end
was approved by all the conflicting parties. Even the
Peshwa saw that it was impossible to win Shahu to the
succession of Sambhaji. At Govindrao Chitnis' urgent
request, the king formally agreed to adopt Raghuji Bhosle's
sou. At this point a wholly unexpected event brought the
transient armistice to an end. Directly Govindrao Chitnis
had left the royal presence, a messenger from Queen Tarabai
asked for and obtained an interview. After the ordinary
ceremonial courtesies had been exchanged, King Shahu
asked the messenger why he came. To the king's surprise
the messenger replied that he had been sent to ask the
following question, "Why should you adopt an outsider
when you have a descendant of Shivaji, ready to succeed
you?" The astonished king asked the man'B meaning,
"I have no son" he said, Sambhaji has no son. Tarabai's